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charming phrase ;  and when they ran their races at Olympia,
so did they then.
In the same way, actions could show one's respect for
a dead chieftain or hero, perhaps better than words ; and
hence the funeral games, and the marching round the pyre,
for Patroklos in the Iliad, and regularly for kings and nobles
in early historic Greece. The great Dipylon vases of Athens
show the barbaric pomp of such a funeral? with chariots in
procession and keening women, and the dead man stiff
and straight under his shroud.
Athletics, poetry, and music are the things that give
early Greek civilization its special character and its peculiar
charm, and in the games at the great " Gatherings " Greek
life is seen at its high tide. Thus the old Ionian Hymn to the
Delian Apollo 1:—
"... Lord of the Silver Bow, far-shooting Apollo . . .
many are thy temples and thy shady groves ; all the high
peaks are thine, and the towering shoulders of the great
mountains, and rivers that flow to the sea ; but in Delos
dost thou most delight, 0 Phoibos, where the long-robed
lonians gather to thee, with their children and their noble
wives. And they delight thee with boxing and dancing and
song, remembering thee, when they make ready the contest.
One would say that they were immortal and ageless ever-
more, who should come then, when the lonians are gathered
together ; for he Would see the beauty of them all, and delight
his heart, looking upon the men and the fair-girdled women
and swift ships and their great wealth. Moreover there is this
great wonder, whose fame shall never perish; the daughters
of Delos, handmaidens of the Far-Shooter. First they sing
the praise of Apollo ; and next, of Leto and the Archer
Artemis ; and then they tell of men and women of old time,
chanting their song, and they'charm the tribes of men."
And Pindar in his odes of Victory for athletes has caught
in a few famous lines the very feeling of the warm summer
night at Olympia during the festival, under the full moon,
x Homeric Hymns, iii, 140, 143-161.
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